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930 THE INQUIRER, JULY 17, 1954 
The Thirsty Lands 9 What Message Has Religion ? 


THE refusal of Pakistan to accept the recommendation of 
| the World Bank on the sharing of the waters of the Indus 
and its tributaries, with India; and the continued failure to 
come to t with regard to the Jordan waters is a fore- 
taste, no doubt, of a type of problem that will loom very largely, 
in the years to come, in mutual relations of the peoples 
of the Middle East, particularly as the population outgrows its 
power to grow sufficient food under the conditions that exist at 
_present. Similarly, the Nile presents tremendous problems for 
the inhabitants, not of but also of Abyssinia, the 
Sudan and Uganda. pr of irrigation and flood- 
control in the basins of the Tigris and Euphrates can never 
be settled without the closest co-operation between Turkey 
and Irak. It is all very well to talk of Tennessee schemes, but 
such schemes involve a measure of mutual goodwill 
often lacking in the Middle East. When one thinks of the huge 


peace. The 
committee of the 


Aggressive Anti-Imperialists 


million inhabitants. P. S. Gerbrandy, the Wartime Prime 
Minister of the Netherlands, however, out in his book, 
Indonesia, that the Papuans are of race from the 


A FRIEND of mine lent me the other day the autobio. 
graphy of that much respected Elder Statesman, Viscount 
Samuel, who, it will be remembered, held the post of High 
Commissioner for Palestine when Britain administered it under 


‘a mandate from the League of Nations. I was interested in it 


from the political angle, of course, but it was even more inter- 


esting as showing the attitude of an essentially religious man 


to the impotence of organizéd religion in the troubled world 
in which we live. He says that he kept a formal connection 
with Judaism, and attended its service on occasions; but the 
ritual did not “ command ” him—it seemed to have so small 
a relation to the known world or to the living societies of men. 
The Christian ethic drew him, but he quite truly says that the 


essentials were already in Judaism, and the theology could not 


accepted. 
He tells his readers that for five years he had been living 
at Jerusalem at the focus of religions—where Islam, Judaism 
and Christianity met; but what struck him was the fact that, 


Lord Samuel ulti became interested 
the World Congress of Faiths, founded by Sir Francis Young- 
nd, somewhat on the lines of a body of that name that 
was already functioning in the United States, the object of 
to dwell on thei 
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religious attitudes, with mixed feelings, for it i 
we feel, ought to be with us, in fact as well as in spi 
are not. Perhaps the fault is ours, but it would be 
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t population that within a comparatively few years will depend 
& Gilets the rivalries, none of these religious sects seemed to be aware that 
iin for the elimination of causes of war looms up one of the human affairs were at a crisis, of which the root cause was their 
great facts of the times in which we live. At present that must failure to offer a faith that a modern man could accept. A 
: be the main line of action for those concerned to preserve member of his staff on one occasion asked the heads of one of 
3 report of the proceedings of the sub- the principal Christian communities to co-operate with the 
it ee i: Nations Disarmament Commission other religions in some matter of importance, but he was given 
it show that it is premature lock for ibe the direct comands of God come 10 any agreemeat with thos 
es! general suppression of armaments; ict of M. Herriot, 
Th the witty Prime Minister of France at the abortive Disarma- whose doctrines do not on that foundation? 
Le ment Conference of 1932: “I am led to think that the verb 
ifs to disarm is an irregular verb, with no first person singular, 
; and only a future tense!” In the metantime every effort made 
| by such bodies as the World Bank to settle outstanding causes 
7 of disagreement, is a step in the same direction. 
t,t GOME of the new states that have come into existence as 
a result of the present-day unpopularity of imperialism, 
4 have not shown a very high degree of anti-imperialism so far as 
die their own claims are concerned. Indonesis, for example, is 
1 which desire to see entirely cut-off from association with of. 
. Holland. Dutch New Guinea _ contains about a 
i yans, ve no to to 
nor the investment which will necessary to develop the “ 
if country. due to the fundam decency” of his 
le “ if a republic which alleges that it has cast off the shackles of  °PPonents, 
. so-called colonialism, were to be given control of a colony _—«the ‘part of the Government. Before I might have felt 
) which it could exploit against dhe exprenied ‘will of the Somewhat inclined to agree with such strictures and their im- 
he ” The mere fact that both Indonesia and Dutch New plications; but the terrible scenes of religious and racial cruelty 
of Ge that marked the period of transition shows how much more 
if their continuing always under the same government. clearly those in control of the Government realized the im 
One of the difficulties in the situation is, of course, the 
if nature of the Dutch colonial policy. Britain ultimately adopted violent methods, than did armchair critics. Richard 
ae * the policy of training non-European peoples for ulti self- Symonds, for example, in his book, The Making of Pakistan. 
1 government; the French like to thik of their colonies as speaks of the minorities on both sides of the border collec'ing 
integral parts of France herself; but the Dutch have evolved 
a strange doctrine to which they give the name of ~ syathesis.” bullock carts, and marching the - * All along 
: the aim of which is to build up “a new pattern of life which the roads they were ambushed and butchered. Those who 
| would be a synthesis of East and West”; but the working out ©=—‘‘"avelled by rail fared little better, for the trains were derailed 
of this policy in the Indies seemed to have the effect, not of 204 their occupants cut to pieces." The Pakistan Governmcst 
apart. The whole policy has been called “an obvious piece of Were abducted, and over six million refugees came 210 
political rationalism,” based to some extent on the accidents whilst a similar © was presented of Mu:iim 
| of the actual relationships of the Dutch rulers to the peopl | against Sikhs and Hindus. These ‘seem to be 
| 
| pm eA | soon realize that a policy f by the ham ritish rulers to prevent such atrocit 
work with a highly race like the Malays ve Commentator. 
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“YOU WILL FIND A NICHE....” 
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ing us what they call the austere world- 
of Jesus and ask us what they mean for 
ainst that vision of the consecrated life 
stand them. If you take his words al 
ve, taking up your cross, and saving 
se them upon the aims and ambitior 
fem to throw a dark shadow over 
are the natural and necessary activitie 
upon complain that to follow Jesus ca: 
i they look coldly on his teaching. 
sus were not meant to be so u: | 
sligious decision. Remember the | 
paled a little, when the burning 
sien, thom days when you til 
your lips were not quite s< 
born human spirit says “ No mat 
he Kingdom of God.” It is an aadmoni 
inspiring but not austere to any who t 
ong in spirit. 
the Highest finds soon enough that 
ficult enterprise. It is no wonder if 
ickly light upon good 
he way we had intended. 
let me go and bury my f. 
sleship. Psychologists ha 
Dg to us twisted human 
is all too easy to cling to t 
easy guidance of a father’s 
other's care. “He that k 
> is not worthy of me” i 
ity. To those of us who 
our lives it is advice to « 
ation. It begs us to decide 
is disconcerting to 3 | 
a 
* 
too hard or too di 
it is seen in proper order. I 
2 about renunciation, then i 
‘some visionary joys in 
part forward on ifs stony way. 
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Please Note !! 
The General Assembly, The 
Sunday School Association are 
Square, W.C.1. 
The telephone number from the end of July will be 


(including Poems) f. 
Court, 


blication. Stockwell Ltd., 


(Established 1898.) 
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House, Waterfoot, Rossendale, 
iF UNITARIAN PARTY TO NORWAY 
i® August 13-25, visiting Bergen, Oslo, Hardangerfjord. Excellent | 
Lone travellers welcome. Write: Rev. 
G. Parkinson, 32 Windsor Road, Doncaster. 
i offers you _ (under Universalist Trustees direction) ction of the Christian Chen 
b-. Friendly Fellowship : course does not prove t 
. Families specially welcome. t the roots of the belicf in the 
rit most truthful and amiable : 
i their $4 selves and others 
s are.”—Yours, 
ce. Letters should be addressed to the Editor, “ The inquirer,” 
oie - 14 Gordon Square, London, W.C.1. They should not in Unitarian Advance 
| : general exceed three to four hundred words in length. G.A. Development Sub-Commi ; is to pro- 
it’ Miss Mabel Beames is unwise | any | 
He on unarmed crowds.” the few ‘now about it. As 
resorted to violence had broken out, Road. 
t I offer no defence for beating 
:7 cudgels except to point out that there : 
believe that no other race but the Br Bits, Marsingss, De of Address 
Shera scope Sor his politcal it an & 
__ Regarding John Hoyland’s reference om 


